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Minufemen Leader Stil! 
Faces Seysra! Orhar 
Counts 


JUDGE DISMISSES CASE 

U.S. Attorney Calls Aide 
Principal Figure 
in Offense 


A charge of possessing 
an unlawfully made sub- 
machine gun against Rob- 
ert Bolivar DePugh, na- 
tional leader of the Minute- 
men, has been dismissed 
by Judge Elmo B. Hunter 
in U. S. District court. 

The dismissal was at the re- 
quest of Calvin K. Hamilton, as- 
sistant U. S. attorney. Hamilton 
said he sought the dismissal be- 
cause of the unavailability of | 
certain witnesses to testify at I 
the trial and because the evi-j 
dence indicated that Walter Pat- j 
rick Peyson, 26-year-old DePugh! 
aide, was the principal figure in j 
the offense. DePugh was to havej 
gone on trial Monday in Joplin, i 
Mo. 

Hamilton said he also had tak- 
en into consideration the actions! 
pending against DePugh in other! 
districts. The charge upon which! 
DePugh was to be tried was! 
identical to the one on which; 
Peyson was convicted Wednes-j 
dav. 
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By Harry Jones, Jr., and 
Joe Henderson 

(Memo- rs of The Star's Staff) 

Seven months behind 

bars apparently has not 
changed the right-wing 

“revolutionary” thinking of 
Robert Bolivar DePugh., 
who was national eo-ordi- 
nator of the Minutemen or- 
ganization until his arrest 
last summer. 

DePugh made this clear Fri- 
day in the U. S. District court- 
room of Judge William R. Collin- 
son before being sentenced to 
four years in a federal institu- 
tion on a bond-jumping convic- 
tion. 

“If I had been tried as a revo- 
lutionary,” he told the court, “I 
.would have pleaded guilty.” 

I DePugh - more often has re- 
ferred to the Minutemen move- 
ment as “counterrevolutionary” 
in nature on the grounds that the, tried and found guilt At this 
‘revolution in this country is jpoint it is n0 do ° bt traditional 
legist oriented and a couiker-j for the prisoner t0 offar sorna 
revolution would be necessary to jexpression of repentance, but in 
| wrest the country out of theUy sincerity I cannot do so. To 
hands of -he Communists. (make matters worse, I cannot in 

Reading from a 9-page, har.d-jgood conscience give the court 
written statement he had pre-jthe slightest assurance that I 
pared while in an isolated "coa- will ever change my wavs ” 
trol unit” at the federal peniten-j He said he had never broken 
tiary in Leavenworth, DePugh 1 ., , „ , , , 

. „ , , , °:tne law wantonly nor done 

delivered a soeech phrased at: „ , ,, ./ _ „ 

.. . , r ,, 6, . , . anything no thought was morady 

times so eloquently that what ° . . . , * 

’ - 1 wrong. It is easv no: to break 
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Piobert DePugh 


follow'ers he stiil has undoubt- 
edly will be quoting from it at 
meetings for as long as the 
Minutemen organization exists. 

“It is said of the revolutionary - , . 

that while he stiil fights, heisP 0 * snvcnme,” lie 

never shown mercy,” DePugh ! as -' ed J 1 dge ’ T , Lna ^ waa 
said. “If he wins, he is seldom !S, ommlue l b ^, , Jo:1 2. Ha “‘ 
thanked. And if he loses, he is l* enjamm FranMin. inomasjet- 


the law. he added, “for those 
who have no principles, feo pride 
and no honor.” 

Has the prisoner before you 


never forgiven. 

“I do not ask for thanks, for- 
giveness or mercy. I would ap- 
preciate justice, but if I am not 
given justice, then I will accept 


ierson, Caesar Rodney and ail 
those other American patriots 
who signed the Declaration of 
Independence? 

“Did they, too, not break the 


injustice and I will fashion even !l aw r. they, too, not become 
that into a weapon to continue j fugitives from justice? What) 
the fight— for principle, for| wou ^., bave happened to thes 
pride, for honor ” [men ii the colonies had lost tr 

At another point, DePugh at- 
tempted to rationalize his failure 


Revolutionary war? There would 
be no Constitution, no Congress 


to report to court when ordered ! anc ^ ^ aws f am accused of 
while free on bond — the crime .breezing would not even exist.” 


for which he was sentenced Fri- 
day. 

“I have broken the law,” he 
said. “I stand before the court 


Judge Coliinson’s reply to Da 
pugh’s oration was brief. 

“You and I have different 
ideas of government,” he told 



DePugh. “I am dedicated to the 
principle that government is 
based on _ law and not upon men 
or the whims of some men.” 
DePugh, 46 years old, and 
Waiter Patrick Peyson, 27, his 
top lieutenant in the Minutemen, 
went “underground,” as they 
called it, after a federal grand 
jury in Seattle indicted them and 
seven other Minutemen on the 
charge of conspiring to rob three 
banks in Redmond, Wash., in 
early 1968. 

The seven others were tried 
and convicted but DePugh and 
Peyson remained in hiding nntil 
July, I960, when the FBI arrest- 
ed them near Truth or Conse- 
quences, N. M. DePugh immedi- 
ately began serving a one-year 
prison term, at Leavenworth on 
an earlier firearms law convic- 
tion. 



